The priorities of the health care system vs. its financing: political realities vs. financial realities.
The impact of technology and the emphasis on tertiary specialty care have no inherent limits of cost escalation. Likewise, they dislocate health care resources since general and secondary care become more expensive as the impact of the high cost emphasis of health care trickles down to the costs of primary and secondary care. The change areas will involve: the principle of regionalization of specialty care and resident training, a uniform system of costs and reimbursements for all specialized medical and hospital care, the rationing of high technology specialty care and the application of prospective systems of payment to all institutional and physician specialty services.